CONGREGATIONAL DISCIPLINE

things on which even a man conciliatory in details,
like Baxter, never fails to lay the fullest stress, in
support of which he is quite prepared to resist tolera-
tion as a national sin. These were (i) the doctrine of
predestination, and (2) the exercise of congregational
discipline, a theme to which he is never tired of
returning. 'Discipline I wanted in the Church, and
saw the sad effect of its neglect/1 We are apt to think

1 It is not what Laud did that Baxter seems to complain of, so much as
of what he would not allow them, the parish pastors, to do, viz., to
exercise a moral discipline co-extensive with the parish. Discipline is the
very root of his grievance against the Episcopal Anglican Church. His
view is clearly elaborated in the Reliquiae Baxterianae, Lib. L Part I.
The Anglican Diocesan government of the Church, which he describes
at length (pp. 396-7), *destroyeth the Pastoral Office, which is of divine
institution and was known in the Primitive Church: for it doth deprive
the Presbyters of the third essential part of their office: for it is clear in
Scripture, that Christ appointed no Presbyters that were not subservient
to Him in all the three-parts of his office as Prophet, Priest, and King,
to stand between the people and Him in Teaching, Worshipping, and
Governing/ Diocesan Prelacy 'introduceth a New Humane Species of
Presbyters or Spiritual Officers instead of Christ's which it destroyeth:
that is a sort of meer Subject Presbyters that have no power of Govern-
ment but merely to Teach and Worship* (pp. 397 ff.). The system ex-
pounded here by Baxter implies that each minister was in his congregation
and parish, if he had a parish, a Bishop, one might almost say a Pope.
For what other sects during the Commonwealth thought of this Presby-
terian claim to infallibility and authority, see Barclay's Inner Life of the
Religious Societies of the Commonwealth, pp. 194 ff. But for Cromwell,
many would have found the little finger of the Presbyterians thicker than
the loins of the Bishops:

'Rejoice, rejoice, good people, for the blessed Reformation, which is
ready, like an evening wolf, to seize upon you and your loving friend and
neighbours; stand still gaping with your mouths, and quietly bow down
your backs, whilst you are bridled and saddled, and let the holy, humble,
and gentle Presbyters get up and ride; they will doubtless deal very
meekly with you, and not put you out of your pace, though the Proverb
be, set a beggar on a horse back and he'll ride to the Devil, though they
have spurs yet they will not use them. You remember how the bishop*
posted you furiously to and fro like Jehu the son of Nimshi, until with
soundring and surbates they had even wearied you of your lives; the
gentle Presbyters will in no wise ride you so hard, though some Malignants
would make you believe that Sir John will never be off your backs,
because it is intended be shall have his holy spiritual courts in every parish
in the kingdom; but this benefit you are like to have, that if by his con-
tinual riding he so gaul your backs and shoulders that you can no longer
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